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voice of the woman who speaks

graphs from her parents’ home in

Docum ury’l‘our at

th Alamo Drafl:house inema. It

wl Z;.,who production

liberate, very different from the
quickly in articulate, whole para- -
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would fdcus on’the’gvent rather
.than ntheperpetratororhisfate
She wrote 21 drafts-of the ‘narra-

tion, that - carefully’ explains' how.

“her‘vision of the' world'was'shat-
tered'with a single, random act of

violence.

. the narration .and. the. way -in
which I read it. I think that was
" conscious. I'm also very much in
i control of the information, as it’s

. +'She and co-director Thomas Ott
used asimilarapproach in the 1984
documentary “Little People.” An

;. terviews a number of men, women

. average-sized person’s.world. Ab-

" IDs, which are the explanatory ti-
. tles often used to identify talking
- heads in interviews. -
:“What’s to be gained by t.hat”’
Krawitz asks when queried about
- the ‘absence of this-documentary
convention. “That starts becom-
“-ing facts.or statistics, and:we.re-
- ally. wanted the film to be more
like, ‘Thjs is what the person is

"Ithinkthere sacertainaﬁ‘ectof -
"i distance, both in the. ‘way I wrote-,

them, and what I thought was ir-
relevant,” says Krawitz, .:i. <504 -

entertaining, - often: moving film - . *;
about dwarfs; “Little People” in-.

and children and allows them to - like as a person.’ It's really im- |
tter . explain‘in.their own words what" :

it's'like to be a little person in an
. sent from the film are lower-third -

409 0010rado st.”
Tickets: $5 ($3.50 for
Austin Film Soclety 3
members)
Information:

76-1320

material how old they are pr what

'jobs they have,” she says.. ;' :

“You'll remember them when
they come back,” says Krawitz of
the - indlviduals whose " stories
make up “Little People.” It is a
testament both to her and Ott’s

_talents as documentarians and to
the people they proﬁle that we do

it

- indeed remember them when
_they reappeaf on-screen, not to, .

_.mention long after “Little Peo- ...
ple” ends. .

-« Ithas been niorethan 15 yearq :
since ‘“Little People” premiered 1!

-at the 25th anniversary conven-.!
/tion organized by Little People of

America and nearly. three years’;
since Krawitz finished “In "

_Harm’s Way.” She needs more

time between projects these days,'

‘her personal life and her teach-

ing responsibilities as a superviJ

.sor of graduate student films re--

quire much of her energy.

.+ After the intense experienée 'oﬁ
' . making a documentary as per- !

..sonal as “In Harm's Way,”. Kraw~
itz is eager once again to shoot . "
“films about other people. She ha'it
anumber of ideas'and is uncer-*

.tain which she’ll pursue next, bnt
she is clear.about one thing. In- .
spired by the short films her ~ n
. graduate students turn out eachi;
“quarter, Krawitz says, “I'm '1
thinkjng small these days.”
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